
Law of Equity 

 

**Origins and Development:** 

 

1. **Medieval England**: The law of equity originated in medieval England as a 

response to the rigidity and limitations of common law. Common law courts often 

provided inadequate remedies, and those seeking justice would petition the King, who 

referred these petitions to the Chancellor. The Chancellor, as the "keeper of the King's 

conscience," decided cases based on principles of fairness and justice, leading to the 

development of the Court of Chancery. 

 

2. **Distinct Legal System**: Equity developed as a separate legal system alongside 

common law, with its own principles, doctrines, and remedies. While common law courts 

focused on legal rights and provided monetary damages, equity courts focused on 

fairness and could issue orders such as injunctions, specific performance, and 

reformation of contracts. 

 

3. **American Adoption**: The American colonies adopted both common law and equity 

from England. After independence, the dual system continued in the United States. 

Some states maintained separate courts for law and equity, while others merged the 

two systems. 

 

4. **Merger of Law and Equity**: In the 20th century, many jurisdictions in the United 

States moved towards merging the administration of law and equity. This was 

formalized by procedural reforms such as the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, adopted 

in 1938, which combined legal and equitable claims into a single action. Today, most 

states have unified courts that can apply both legal and equitable principles. 

 

**Key Characteristics:** 

 

- **Flexible Remedies**: Equity provides flexible remedies that are not available in 

common law, such as injunctions, specific performance, and rescission. 



- **Principles of Fairness**: Equity is guided by principles of fairness, conscience, and 

justice, rather than strict legal rules. 

- **Discretionary Nature**: Equitable relief is often discretionary, meaning that courts 

have the flexibility to tailor remedies to the specific circumstances of each case. 

 

### Conclusion 

 

American common law and the law of equity have evolved over centuries from their 

English origins. While common law relies heavily on judicial precedents and legal 

principles, equity focuses on fairness and provides remedies that address the limitations 

of common law. The historical development and eventual merging of these two systems 

have shaped the modern American legal system, allowing courts to administer justice 

more comprehensively and effectively. 

 


